
The March 5, 2019, meeting of the Berkeley Township Waterways Advisory Commission took place at 

6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building located at 627 Pinewald Keswick Road, Bayville, N.J.  The meeting 

opened with the salute to the flag.  Rosalee Di Pietro, Secretary for the Township Waterways Advisory 

Commission took the roll call. 

B:  ROLL CALL:  Present were:  Chairman William McGrath, Bob Nunn, Larry Borio, Lee Gashlin, Fred 

Bekiarian, and Tom Bellinato.   Engineer Pamela Hilla P.E., C.F.M. was also present. 

Absent:   Vito Esposito, Beth Collis, Jerome Bollettieri and Council Liaison James Byrnes.    

INCOMING MAIL:  Given to Chairman William McGrath before this meeting; copy of Resolution No. 

2019-91-R.  Resolution of the Township of Berkeley, County of Ocean, State of New Jersey, Supporting 

the Ocean County Natural Lands Trust’s Request to Acquire Certain Properties Located in Berkeley 

Township (Block 1209, Lots 75 and 83-85, Block 1213 Lots 44-49 and 50-54, Block 1217 Lots 16-18 and 

19, 19.01, 20-21 and Block 1541.01, Lots 6-8 and 16  Good Luck Point). 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM February 5, 2019. 
 
Motion by Mr. Borio, seconded by Mr. Bellinato and carried, the February 5, 2019 minutes were 
approved with corrections.  
 
D. OLD BUSINESS 

 
1. Status of Clamming Creek Dredging and NJ Green Acres ruling on habitat 

enhancement. (Vice Chairman Gashlin & Pamela Hilla, P.E., C.F.M.). 
 

Ms. Hilla gave a report on this matter indicating that we got a positive response. She will put 
together a small project summary regarding the dredge materials and marshlands.  We want to 
pursue this matter further.  Mr. Gashlin suggested obtaining a letter from our Government 
Officials stating that they are in favor of this.  Engineer Hilla does not have a full survey at this 
time. 
 

2. Status of updating electrical ordinance on waterfront installations (Commissioners Nunn 
and Bollettieri). 
 

Mayor Amato will be contacted regarding the electrical ordinance. Chairman McGrath has a 
model copy of legislation which he read out loud. Mr. Nunn spoke about GFI circuits and that we 
will need to have a meeting with the Code Official.  A discussion ensued. 
 

 
3. Army Corps of Engineers interim back bay flooding study and comment period deadline. 

(Secretary Bekiarian). 
 
Chairman announced that regarding the back bay flooding study, the comment period 
deadline is April 1st.  Mr. Bekiarian stated that on September 13, 2018 he and Engineer Hilla 
attended a meeting at Ocean County College which was put on by the Army Corp of 
Engineers DEP regarding the NJ back bays flood risk management feasibility study.   
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The report mentions Hurricane Sandy.  The full report is approximately 250-260 pages.  The 
report contains information on coastal storm management and information regarding flood 
walls and levies.  Chairman stated that we have to direct our comments to the Mayor and 
Township Council.  Chairman also spoke about the sea nettles.  Mr. Bekiarian mentioned 
that there is a concern on the west side of the bay. 
 
4.   South Seaside Park Bay Beachfront improvements (All).        
 
Chairman McGrath asked Engineer Hilla what the cost will be to build the boardwalk in 
South Seaside Park.  Engineer stated $65.00 per square foot with piles for a full boardwalk  
Engineer also spoke about the shoreline stabilization (ballpark figure $130,000.  A 
discussion ensued regarding the shoreline stabilization.  Mr. Gashlin would like to see a 
conceptual drawing of the South Seaside Park bay beachfront.  Mr. Bekiarian would like to 
see as the next step obtaining more input from the residents of South Seaside Park to see if 
there is anything that is more to their liking that we can get a better approval rating. 
Mr. Bellinato suggested that Parks and Beaches clean up the bay beachfront.     
Chairman wanted this item tabled to our next BTWAC meeting (April 2, 2019) when we have 
more of our members in attendance for discussion. 
 
5.   Status of ongoing waterfront projects by Township Engineer (Pamela Hilla, P.E., 
C.F.M.). 

ENGINEERS REPORT FOR MEETING OF MARCH 5, 2019  

1.      Projects in the design phase: 

                                                                                                                               

A. Allen Road Beach Restoration (Our File: 1506-U-034) 

A pre-application meeting was held on February 20, 2018 at the NJDOT office in 
Trenton.  The meeting was attended by Lindsey Davis, an Environmental Scientist with 
the Division of Land Use Regulation, William McGrath and John LeCompte as well as 
two NJDEP interns.  Installation of rip-rap along the edge of the water was discussed 
and as long as the rip rap is located above the mean high water line, should be 
approved.  

Regarding the debris removal, the NJDEP stated that concrete debris can be removed 
without a permit but if it is part of a foundation that extends significantly below the 
surface, a permit will be required. Further investigation needs to be performed by 
Township to verify if it is surface debris or buried foundations.  

An alternate shoreline stabilization project to install a structural breakwater into the 
waterway with a vegetated living shoreline was discussed as an option, however the 
project is on hold until a funding source is established.  Bruno Associates prepared a 
2018 Water Quality Grant Application that was submitted August of 2018. 
Initially, NJDEP was expected to announce funding recommendation on or about 
November 30, 2018. NJDEP has not announced the award for this grant to date.  
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B. NJDEP Pre-application Meeting Request for Future Projects 

A pre-application meeting was held on February 20, 2018 at the NJDOT office in 
Trenton.  The meeting was attended by Lindsey Davis, an Environmental Scientist with 
the Division of Land Use Regulation, William McGrath and John LeCompte as well as 
two NJDEP interns.  The Bayview Avenue in South Seaside Park project was 
discussed.  The Township would like to install a bulkhead along the Barnegat Bay 
shoreline from 23rd Avenue to 24th Avenue.  The bulkhead would tie into the new 
concrete cable matting to the north and tie into the bulkhead at the marina to the 
south.  

Regarding installation of a bulkhead along South Bayview Avenue in South Seaside 
Park there was a discussion as to how far from the road the bulkhead would be 
constructed.  Lindsey Davis stated that it would be easier to permit the project if the 
bulkhead were constructed closer to the road and away from the existing vegetation.  
The installation of a different type of stabilization would also be preferable in the eyes 
of the NJDEP.  

In reviewing the NJDEP approved construction plans for the Bayview Avenue 
Shoreline Project it appears the project limits for shoreline stabilization between 
23rd and 24th Avenue would fall within the Berkeley Township Easement. Further 
input from the Berkeley Waterways Commission will be required to verify the 
scope of work. Per the pre-application meeting on February 20th, shoreline 
stabilization utilizing concrete articulated matting would be preferred by the 
NJDEP over a bulkhead stabilization. Survey of the area will need to be 
performed to verify the limits of the mean high water line and to establish 
construction limits. NJDEP and USACE permitting will be required.  

RVE was asked to prepare a cost estimate for construction of a 250 LF walkway 
8 ft in width. A construction cost of $65 per SF is anticipated approximately 
$130,000. That does not include engineering and permitting fees.  

C. Bowsprit Drive Rip-Rap (Our File: 1506-U-039) 

Our office prepared the design to install rip rap in front of bulkhead.  Final design plans 
were completed and a formal application was prepared and submitted to the NJDEP 
for review.  The NJDEP issued a denial letter for the project.  A meeting was held with 
the NJDEP on September 8, 2016 to review the permit application and denial.  Our 
office filed an appeal as discussed at the meeting to request further review of the 
project.  To date NJDEP has not amended their decision with regards to the 
installation of rip rap below the mean high water line. Based on deed information 
obtained by Bill McGrath, is has been brought to our attention that there is an 
existing privately-owned lot (Lot 2.01 Block 1219.03) which would impact the 
Townships ability to install a landward bulkhead. RVE would recommend 
contacting the homeowner regarding obtaining an easement to improve the 
shoreline. No further action has been taken at this time.  
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D. Clamming Creek Dredging Project (Our File: 1506-U-114)  

Survey is being completed and the design/permitting plans have been started for 
this project. Initial correspondence with the office of Green Acres has also 
proved to be favorable.  Nancy Lawrence, Compliance Office, expressed that a 
habitat enhancement project would likely be permitted without the need of a 
Diversion Application.  The Township will need to submit a project description 
and map to Kevin Applegate, Ocean County Steward, for his use in determining 
whether the project is an approvable use.  No application or fee is required at 
this time.   

E. North Bay Roadway Reconstruction (Our File: 1506-U-120) 

Survey has been performed by RVE and the roadway reconstruction plans are 
being designed. Elevation of the roadway is being considered at low lying areas 
to help improve tidal flooding that occurs in this area. Ponding issues will be 
reviewed and the roadway will be regarded accordingly.  

F. Various Drainage and Bulkhead Projects (Our File: 1506-U-116)  

Survey has been performed by RVE and the design plans are being finalized to 
bidding this month. Drainage, grading and bulkhead improvements are being 
proposed at Huntley Avenue and Normandy Avenue, Balsam Drive and Island 
Drive, Harbor Inn Road, Bay Boulevard and South Bayview Avenue, 22nd Avenue 
and Ocean Avenue, Main Street Bulkhead and road elevation, Maple Drive 
Bulkhead, Balsam Drive and Island Drive and Evergreen Drive.   Elevation of the 
roadway is being considered at low lying areas to help improve tidal flooding 
that occurs in this area. 

2.      Projects in the construction phase:  

A. Teakwood Drive Bulkhead (1506-U-092 Various Drainage) 

Our office is waiting on a construction schedule from the Contractor.  We anticipate 
completion of the project this winter. High tides and freezing conditions have delayed 
these improvements.  
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3.      Grant Applications:  

A. Moorage Park Retention Basin 

The project consists of constructing a retention basin at the Little League Complex 
between Moorage Avenue and Red Bank Avenue.  The proposed retention basin will 
be located to the northeast of the existing VCC Building.  Our office has prepared a 
preliminary cost estimate and submitted a preliminary Environmental Infrastructure 
Trust Fund application to help obtain funding and keep the project moving forward.  
Plans, specifications and a stormwater management report are being finalized.  
Additional funding sources will also be explored.   

A response to the initial NJEIT application was received from the NJDEP and 
additional information was requested including location of wetlands and an 
archeological survey.  An LOI for the property was provided by the Little League and 
our office has submitted to the NJDEP.  In addition, the Township Attorney has found 
the original filing documents for the property to transfer title from the Berkeley Board of 
Education.  The Township has re-sent the information to the Board of Education for 
execution and will move forward to file as soon as possible.   Once we receive the filed 
deed it will be forwarded to the NJEIT.    A resolution has been received from the 
Board of Education for the property, but the approval of the Department of Education is 
required prior to filing the deed.  The NJEIT application is proceeding but the NJDEP 
application will require the owner’s signature. RVE prepared and submitted a DEP 
Barnegat Bay Water Quality Restoration Grant to assist with funding on August 
30th. Initially, NJDEP was expected to announce funding recommendation on or 
about November 30, 2018. NJDEP issued an announcement on the 
recommendation for funding will not be issued until January of 2019.   No 
change at this time.  

B. Main Street Park and Boat Ramp 

RVE is preparing a conceptual plan for a boat ramp at Main Street which would include 
new bulkhead stabilized boat ramp, parking, trailer parking and playground area. RVE 
is reviewing different funding sources and there is a potential funding source through 
Green Acres. Berkeley Township will be received a grant packet from Green Acres 
Grants & Loans – NJDEP in either November or December outlining the application 
process. The funding is intended to promote and preserve outdoor recreation facilities 
and projects.Bruno Associates prepared a Green Acres Grant for the construction 
of a boat ramp, parking lot and playground area at Main Street. Application will 
be submitted by March 30, 2019. 
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4.   Additional Items:  

A. Elevation of Roadways 

The Waterways Commission discussed prioritization of the elevation of low-lying 
roadways that frequently flood. Discussions were made about preparing a Planning 
Report to identify and prioritize the critical low-lying roadways within the Township. 
Survey work is being performed by RVE review the ability to perform crown and 
driveway elevations under various areas. Low lying areas in Evergreen, Main and 
Balsam are being investigated under various drainage capital funding.  

B. USACE Beach Replenishment Project 

Beach replenishment has been completed in Berkeley Township except for cross over 
locations. Agate is behind schedule with cross over construction, demolition has 
commenced at crossover construction; 21st and 22nd are being graded by Agate. Some 
dune grass has been planted in Berkeley; completion of grass planting will be 
contingent on cross over construction.  

C. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant 

RVE prepared FMA applications for the elevation of 13 homes in the Township. Notice 
of decision is anticipated for Fall of 2019.  

D. Municipal Public Access Plan 

The Township required correspondence from NJDEP stating that the MPAP is 
compliant with the Coastal Zone Management Rule, however it does not address 
measure to protect access in perpetuity.  RVE received an example of what the NJDEP 
is looking for, and is preparing a document for further review and approval by the 
Township for submission to NJDEP. Attached is a draft of said document.  

Bayview Avenue Shoreline Project 

E. NEW BUSINESS: 
 
      1.  Assembly Bill A2694 & companion Senate Bill S1073, commonly known as the “rain tax”.   
          (Chairman McGrath). 
 
Chairman stated that at the last Council meeting a resident came up and asked about this new 
rain tax that we have to pay.  Mr. Oris our Township Planner gave an explanation regarding the 
funding of it.  Chairman got up at the Council meeting and explained the rain tax.  This 
Assembly Bill A2694 passed the Senate and the Assembly and is sitting on the Governor’s desk 
waiting to be signed.  Chairman has a copy of the 24 page Assembly Bill A2694 and also 
explained this bill at our meeting this evening. This Assembly Bill allows every town to create an 
Authority and it is not mandatory. We can pass this Authority on to existing utilities.  Chairman 
feels that we should not create a new Authority regarding the rain tax. 
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      2.  Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweeps April 13th (Commissioner Collis). 
 
Ms. Collis was not present at the meeting this evening.  Chairman McGrath stated that Ms. 
Collis told him that she cannot make the Saturday, April 13, 2019 Clean Ocean Action beach 
sweep and in order to do the beach sweep we have to have somebody that is in charge to do 
the counts because this information gets fed into the computer.  Mr. Gashlin volunteered to take 
this lead onsite and be the Captain.   
 
 
      3.  March 28th Community Outreach meeting to help residents save on flood insurance 
premiums (Chairman McGrath). 
 
Chairman announced that on March 28th there is another Community Outreach meeting here at 
Town Hall from 6 to 8 pm.  Chairman McGrath thanked Engineer Hilla for doing the flier.  There 
will be certified flood plain managers here from Engineer Hilla’s office to review everyone’s 
elevation certificate and what mitigation they can do to lower their flood insurance.  Mr. 
Bekiarian will put this information on the Berkeley Shores Homeowners website and Mr. Nunn 
stated that this will also go on the Berkeley Township website. 
 
Mr. Nunn mentioned that during the last freeze of the lagoons he found five (5) plastic bags 
frozen in the ice and they are floating all over the place.  He presented one of these bags at this 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Gashlin announced that he sent an e-mail to the member regarding that on Wednesday 
evening March 6, 2019 at the Toms River Ocean County Library, there is a fisherman’s 1st 
meeting with Offshore Wind Developers.  You can sign up online. Mr. Gashlin stated that if it is 
not too late, he would like Mr. Bekiarian to put this item on his association’s website.  
 
Mr. Borio stated that Mr. Bollettieri told him that he ordered the lights for the bulkhead at the end 
of Butler Boulevard.  He doesn’t know when the lights will be in but supposedly Public Works 
men will be putting the lights up.  The lights are on order for the Butler pier boat groins at this 
time.    
 
F. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.   

 
Lou Zigarelli, 232 North Bay Drive, Bayville came forward asking about the puddle in front of his house 
and stating that it looks like a river.  Engineer Hilla stated that there is a full reconstruction project that 
is going out to bid.  This will be addressed when the entire project gets redone from Longview and this 
work will be done in the summer.  Chairman asked how deep the water is.  Mr. Zigarelli stated that it is 
probably 25 feet long by 10 feet wide depending on how much rain you have and it is a slip hazard.  
Engineer Hilla spoke about trench repair.  She will speak to Steve Seiler of Public Works to see if 
something can temporarily be done for the repair to have an area  of it milled  or profiled.   
 
Mike Parmelli, 217 Butler Boulevard, Bayville came forward and asked about the dredging of Clamming 
Creek because there are five (5) houses in the area that need bulkhead work very soon.  We need a 
barge there to have the bulkheading done.  Mr. Parmelli has original bulkheading on his property and 
others are being washed out.  The area he is speaking about is from west of house number 217. 
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 Chairman stated that we are doing the engineering on this now and we are restricted as to when we 
can dredge because of environmental regulations.  We can only dredge a few months.   We cannot 
dredge anytime after December 31st.  We are also doing the permitting now which takes months in 
Trenton.  We are also working on what we are going to do with the dredge spoils. 
 
There was no further business to discuss.  Mr. Borio made a motion to adjourn the meeting; motion was 
seconded by Mr. Bollettieri.  All in favor, motion carried to adjourn the meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

    

Rosalee Di Pietro 
Recording Secretary, BTWAC 

  

NEXT BTWAC MEETING IS SCHEDULED is April 2, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.    
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